(Insert early childhood care service name) Breastfeeding 
Policy Statement
This policy seeks to encourage and support all families to continue breastfeeding their infant until at least 12 months of age, in line with current recommendations as outlined in the Australian Infant Feeding Guidelines.
Our service recognises that families have the right to decide whether they will breastfeed their infant while they are in care, and each family’s decision will be accepted and respected.
Promote exclusive breastfeeding until infants are around 6 months old with continued breastfeeding until 12 months and beyond. Provide a supportive social and physical environment for breastfeeding. (Australian Infant Feeding Guidelines, NHMRC, 2013) 
The service will
· Provide a supportive breastfeeding environment; 

· Display a ‘breastfeeding welcome here’ sticker. 

· Display for families easily accessible written resources about breastfeeding. 

· Develop a documented individual breastfeeding support plan in consultation with family members for breastfed infants.
· Feed infants expressed breastmilk supplied by their families.
· Provide mothers with a suitable private, clean and comfortable place at the service to breastfeed their infants or express breastmilk. 

· Encourage communication at initial contact and orientation;
· Inform prospective and new families that the service and educators support breastfeeding when the families first make contact with the service (or during orientation).
· Ask families about breastfeeding at the time of enrolment. 
· Ensure all staff are able to explain the benefits of exclusive breastfeeding till an infant is 6 months of age and offer this information to families.

· Include breastfeeding policy and practice materials in the service’s information and orientation package. 
· Allow current and prospective families to drop in and view the breastfeeding friendly environment.

· Provide safe feeding and handling of expressed breastmilk;
· Provide designated refrigerator space for storage of expressed breastmilk.
· Provide information to families including about transporting and labelling.
· Adhere to safe handling procedures and not exceed maximum storage times. 
· Provide staff training;

· Provide orientation for new staff to the breastfeeding policy and offer training.
· Ensure all staff that have responsibility for care of infants are able to provide basic breastfeeding information and are able to refer mothers with breastfeeding concerns to appropriate resources, including support services.
· Support staff members who are breastfeeding.
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